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It has been the privclege of my life to serve as the leader of the Scottish Corpse rvatPue end UnEonist 
party* The almost eight years t^ve spent at the helm have raheided *ilh one of the most remarkable 
and Important periods of recent Scottish political history. I am proud of the lesms we have built in 

Hfllyrood, Westmin^iter pnd In tntirrdl g ham be I5 across the court! ry and proud of our elecroraJ 

successes in recent years. All of that pales In slgollicanpe compared to vital mli? our party undertook 
in the Scottish independence referendum of 2034,1 will always consider thal the most Importan! 
contribution of my working hfe and my commilmentto keeping the United Kingdom together 
remains undlmmed. 

None of the achiei^ements mentioned above w^>uld have been possible without your support, 
guidance and friendship * along with the hard work and professkJTialism of the Scottish Conservative 
team at central office. For all of this, thank you. 

Inevitably, much has changed over the yiiars of rny leadership both per^nalEy and in the wider 
political contSKt. While I have not hidden the conhict I have felt over Greicii, i have atlempted to 
chart a course fo rout pa rty which fecognlses and respects the referendum result, while seeking to 
me:clmlse opportunities and mit^ate dsks for k&y Scottish businesses and sectors, I hope and believe 
That Industries ss diverse as our hshing fleets and whisky producers have fell well represented by 
the Scottish Conservatives during this tlmo- 

The biggest change, of course, has been starting a family, t cannot thank you, Jackson Carlaw and the 
wider party enough for the geoergsHy aiid support you have all shown to Jen and me follo«y|ng the 
birth of baby Finn. It made my return tq work in April os smooth as I could have hoped and I believe 
the hexibllity shown by coBeaguei has allowed me these last months to conlEooe operating 
successfully In my rale as leadcj'. 

However, as I look to the future, I see the Scottish Election due in 2021 and a credible threat from 
our opponent to Force 3 general efeclioi befone then. Having terf our pprty through seven national 
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elcaions and two referenda, I kriow the effcrts^ h&uri and travel requked to fight such campaigns 
successfully, I have to be honest that where the idea of getting on the road to fight two electlor^s in 
20 months would once have fired me up^, Iti* threat of spending hundreds of hours away from my 
home and famltv now fills me with dread. iTat a no way to lead* 

Additionally, I fear that hawng tried to be a good leader over the years, I have proved a poor 
daughter, sister, partner and friend. The party and my work has always come first, often at the 
expense of commitments lo loved ones. The arrival of my son means I now make a different choice- 

Whlle 1 offer you my res^nation as party leader, 1 intend to continue in my role as the MSP for 
Edinburgh Central until 202L t will always fn thankful for the opportunity lo serve and to the 
amazing teams I have worked alongside. Be assured I will continue to support the party, the prime 
Minister and Scotland’s place in the United kingdom from the backbenches and beyond. 

Yours sincerely. 



rauTH DAVIDSON MSP 



